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She is also a Senior STEM educational specialist for the Center for Integrative STEM Education (CISE) at the National Institute of Aerospace (NIA). Sharon recently retired from Virginia Beach City Public schools after more than 30 years as a science educator. Her work with children earned her several honors, including recognition as a Secondary Science Presidential Award Winner for Virginia.
Sharon is developing and teaching five graduate courses for McDaniel College that lead to a certificate in elementary STEM education and is a consultant for Stevenson University.
Through her work with NIA, Sharon has developed resources that model best practice in the use of instructional technology to support 21st Century teaching and learning. Through partnerships with NASA and local school divisions, NIA has developed NIA Universe, a multi-user interactive, synchronous virtual world that brings together students, teachers, and experts for collaborative work. Sharon oversees the development and use of this emerging technology to support collaborative, inquiry-based instruction. Teacher Outcomes: Upon the completion of T2I2 PD, teachers will be able to:
 Evaluate the learning needs of students and adjust instruction to meet those needs.  Understand the standards-based content of engineering design, and how to teach inquirybased technology, engineering, and design education to students using innovative curricula.  Manage, monitor, and adjust the learning environment to improve instruction and student learning.  Use self-assessment techniques to improve their teaching.  Contribute to the learning community and educational reform.
